Math Notebooks for High School (and beyond)
1. Buy the thickest spiral notebook you can find and use it only for math.

a. I recommend a 5-subject spiral with pockets.

b. I highly recommend buying a good mechanical pencil with a large eraser.

2. Lecture notes:  

a. Vocabulary:  quick summary.
b. Extremely important:  copy any examples the instructor writes, including all formulas, work, and graphs.  
3. Skip all journal entries for math classes!  

4. Homework

a. Show all work in notebook, including simple pictures and graphs!  I must be able to follow your logic in order to help you out.

b. Text Boxes are optional because you cannot show work.

i. In a few cases (Proofs in Geometry for example) text boxes account for most or all the homework.  These you will have to do.
1. You’ll find me very helpful with these.

c. Most problems are multiple choice.  Do all these problems, showing work!  

5. Quizzes

a. Same as homework:  show all work!  

b. Do not rely on previous work.  Do all problems (usually 10).

6. Topic Tests and Cumulative Exam

a. Same as quizzes:  show all work on all problems.  

7. Final Recommendation

a. On the last page of your notebook, record important formulas and information in a “cheat sheet” format.  

b. This will save you a lot of time since you will not have to “hunt” for the information.

c. Also, most math intensive college class instructors will allow “cheat sheets” for exams.  This will help you establish this discipline.

Math is mastered by notebook discipline.

