ANNOUNCING SSLC’S PROJECT SOAR 
INSTRUMENT FLIGHT RULES (IFR) PROGRAM
In an effort to continue offering cutting edge aviation opportunities to our high school students, Southwest Secondary Learning Center is proud to announce that we are adding an Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) program to Project SOAR.  Our Student Opportunities in Aeronautics and Research (SOAR) project continues to offer our students the chance to obtain their Private Pilot Certificate.   And, with the number of our Private Pilot’s growing, we saw the need to add the logical next step for our aviators.

The IFR rating is what most people in the aviation community believe to be the “Master’s Degree” in aviation.  Through this program, our flight students will learn how to fly solely by the use of the airplane’s instruments.  It is an add-on rating to our flight student’s Private Pilot Certificate that will allow them access to special handling in the air by our nation’s air traffic controllers.  With an IFR rating, they will have the ability to fly in weather situations that would normally ground a Visual Flight Rules (VFR) flight, thereby expanding their flying privileges.  The demanding nature of this program also helps make them better pilots overall.

Because the IFR program is different than the Private Pilot program, there are different rules and guidelines.  To participate in the Project SOAR IFR program, students must meet the following criteria:

· The students must have successfully completed the Project SOAR Private Pilot program and have a valid Private Pilot Certificate

· They must be currently enrolled in classes at SSLC

· They must attend and pass the IFR Ground School offered at SSLC through CNM

· They must receive their IFR Flight Training from a CFII at Bode Aviation

· They must complete this program before they graduate at the end of their senior year

· The aircraft usage rate for the IFR program is $85.00 per hour

· The student must have a completed and signed “IFR Flight Plan to Success”: a guide written by the student, their instructor, a parent, and SSLC outlining the expectations of this program through completion

· The student must attend our monthly flight program general meetings at SSLC.

· The student will also be available to act as a mentor for younger flight program participants

Again, we are very pleased to offer this IFR program through Project SOAR.  As this particular facet of our aviation program develops, we may amend the criteria and guidelines as the need arises.  For more information, please contact Greg Roark at (505) 379-5614.
