February 25, 2009

NEAR PERFECT STORM!!

SLC GIRLS WIN ACSL CHAMPIONSHIP

Being behind early must have been a good thing for the Lady STORM in last night’s Albuquerque Charter School League championship game.  Trailing seemed to motivate the STORM in the second quarter.  The STORM fell behind 8-0 early and trailed 10-7 at the end of the first quarter. As Coach Dan Rosecrans put it, they “kicked up the pressure” and used their stifling defense in the second quarter to out score the Albuquerque Homeschool Angels 13-1!  The turn around gave the STORM a 20-11 halftime lead, but even that wouldn’t be enough by the end of the contest.

With foul trouble abounding in the second half the STORM coaching staff was constantly challenged to piece together a defense that could contain the Angel’s combination of inside power and outside sharpshooting.  Coach Rosecrans stated, “We had to keep changing where the pressure was coming from to relieve the people with foul trouble”.  Ultimately, even that failed when Rachel McClelland fouled out with 6:25 to go in the game.  Eighth grader, Kazzandra Collier got the call to come in the game.  Rosecrans said, “I told “K” to do one thing for me, box out and get rebounds”.  Collier was in to attempt to hold off the Angel’s Senior post player and second leading scorer in the league, Kira Hughes.  Hughes was playing in her fourth ACSL championship game, Collier was playing in her first.

“What a job she did.  We would not have pulled this game out if “K” hadn’t played the way she did”, glowed Coach R.  Hughes was stymied by the younger Collier and struggled to score.  Collier also out positioned her, causing Hughes to foul, once on an over the back call, leading to her ultimate five fouls.

With 3:30 to go the Angels tied the game on a three-pointer from Leslie Poulin.  But the STORM came down the floor and scored immediately on a three by Sarah Johnson.  “Now that was a big time shot”, said Coach Rosecrans, “she knew what was at stake and Sarah nailed that one”!  The Angels still wouldn’t fold and with 2:30 to go held a 2 point advantage, 32-30. 

The Coach explained, “we had been playing conservatively, so we just set the girls free and told them to run the floor and do their thing.  These girls were born to get up and down the floor, all we had to do was get out of their way and set them loose”.   The STORM took the lead for good when Mariah Rhutasel slipped between three Angel rebounders, grabbed the ball and put it back in the basket.  “That was Mariah doing what she has done all season, never giving up and fighting for the ball”, said Coach Rosecrans.  The defense stood up against the Angel rush in the final seconds, stealing the ball and holding on under intense pressure to seal the STORM’s first basketball championship, 36-34!

Mariah Rhutasel scored 14 hard-earned points, grabbing 10 rebounds.  Jasmine Garrett, a steady and consistent influence on the floor scored 9 and pulled in 6 rebounds.  Defensive spark plug, Stephanie Tenorio added 8.  Both Sarah Johnson and Rachel McClelland helped the STORM with 7 rebounds.

The Lady STORM conclude the 2008-09 season with a record of 19-1.  Coach Rosecrans just smiled, “A near perfect STORM”.

